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Nargiz Akhvlediani, Niko Berdzenishvili Institute
Several Georgian Geographical Names Confirmed In Ottoman Archival Materials

The topic of our survey concerns the etymology of several Georgian geographical names mentioned
and protected in archival materials of the Presidential Library (Turkey), which was officially
inaugurated by President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. The aim of this survey is to explore Georgian
toponyms used in the archival materials mentioned above. This topic is relevant for the history of our
country - its past and future. Archival materials of the Turkish Presidential Library about the present,
past and future of Georgia were used to conduct this research. This study is important for historical
and etymological research and, as one would expect, qualified professionals with specific knowledge
took part in it. Archival Materials from the Ottoman language into Georgian were translated by
Professor of Philology, Aleko Kashia. Historical- comparative method was used to carry out a survey.

If necessary, the linguistic analysis of the toponyms will be presented.

The topic of this research is new to the academic and scientific circles and it has not been studied yet.
“Georgians have a complex and diverse history, which can be revived by studying and exploring
foreign and national historical documents” (Lortkipanidze M., 2016). Every historical discovery and
evidence was considered as a trustworthy and veritable source before Ivane Javakhishvili , who often

criticized and rejected those discoveries, which was a really daring step from his side.



To illustrate, we will provide some geographical names confirmed in the Ottoman archival documents
preserved in the National Archives of Turkey: * Maravide’ ( Maradidi — a village in Khelvachauri
Municipality), “Chaqo” ( Chakvi - part of Kobuleti Municipality); ‘Kahabiri’ (Kakhaberi — a village in
Khelvachauri Municipality). However, we have an exception - when a geographical name has not

changed; for example: ‘Shekvetili’ ( Shekvetili — a village in Ozurgeti Municipality).

The report is an attempt to clarify the issue of some Georgian toponyms confirmed in the Ottoman

archival materials.



