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TIoseb Shengelia, Sokhumi State University

Chakvinji Saint Nicholas Church and Parish

Chakvinji was a historical name of the village Jikhashkari, it was located in Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti
region, Zugdidi Municipality. There was the fortress of Chakvinji and in the middle of the fortress was
Saint Nicholas Church. Princes of Samegrelo, the Dadianis possessed Chakvinji Village. Their principal

residence and a castle were located there.

The first historical record about Chakvinji belongs to the famous 18%-century Georgian historian and
geographer, Vakhushti Batonishvili. He described the area of the fortress as a summer residence of
Samegrelo princess. The church inside the fortress was mentioned by Marie Brosset. According to

Brosset, the icon of St. Nicholas, with an inscription on it, was preserved in the church. Saint Nicholas



Church was the Dadiani court main church and Niko Avalishvili served there as a priest. This fact was

clarified by the archival documents dated to 1826, kept in Kutaisi Central Archive.

An archaeological study of the Chakvinji Fortress was conducted in 1969-1970. St. Nicholas Church
was excavated, too. It was located in the north-eastern part of the fortress. During the excavation of
the church, several pieces of silver icons, five fragments of a plaster iconostasis, nine Turkish coins

“akche” (XVII-XVIII cc.), and a tetrahedral arrowhead were discovered.

According to the historian Tamaz Beradze, the fortress of Chakvinji was the centre of Odishi
principality. As reported by the famous art historian, Parmen Zakaraia, the Chakvinji Fortress was built
in early stage of the Egrisi Kingdom. Unfortunately, there is no information about the date of the

church inside the fortress. However, supposedly it was contemporaneous with the fortress.

Precious information about St. Nicholas Church and its parish is preserved in metrical books at Tbilisi
Central Archive. The documents were studied. Some family names belonging to the parish of the
church were identified. Besides, the annual number of newborn babies in 1846-1916 was determined,
the statistics of marriage and death ages and numbers were established, as well as the reasons of death
and so on. Nowadays only the ruins of St. Nicholas Church are left. The archaeological excavations
were conducted in June 2021. The remains of several deceased parsons were found. In the nearest
future the restoration of the fortress is planned. It would be desirable to restore the church in its original

form as well.

Empirical, theoretical, interdisciplinary and specific field methods were used for the research. The
main result of the research is historical and ethnological study of the issue and, respectively, the

result and conclusions are novel for the field.



