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Gulnara Kvantidze, Manana Khizanishvili, Georgian National Museum
Unknown Archival Material on Svaneti Ethnography in Georgian National Museum

(Archive of Dina-Kozhevnikova-Gugushvili - Database)

The presented work is focused on the archival material kept in the historical and ethnographic
collections of of the Georgian National Museum Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia since 1987. It

belongs to the previously unknown researcher Evdokia (Dina) Kozhevnikova.

Evdokia Kozhevnikova (1905-1975) was a student of St. Peterburg University, majoring at
ethnography. She followed the recommendations of her teacher, Academician Niko Marr and for the
first time visited Svaneti in 1927 for field practice and connected her entire life to Georgia . In Upper
Svaneti village Nakipari, she was hosted by Besarion and Kesa Pirveli. The spouces received her

warmly; she became so dear to them that they even gave her a nickname, Dina (“gir]” in Svan).

The manuscripts preserved in Dina Kozhevnikova’s archive are written in Russian, “analytical”
language characteristic of Niko Marr, Georgian and Svan. The sketches are drawn in pencil by Dina
herself, she also took about 200 photos with a portable camera gifted to her by her teacher, Niko Marr.
The information protected in the archive of Dina Kozhevnikova is a reliable source for studying the

Svan and Georgian ethnocultural heritage, because the author gathered the data as an actual participant



of the social and cultural activities, and made direct observations of the everyday life of the Svan people.
The material contains priceless documental and visual data about nearly 140 religious, community, and
family holidays of Upper Svaneti; folklore data, issues of customary law, agricultural and hunting-

related customs and others.

In 2019, researchers from the Georgian National Museum applied for Shota Rustaveli National Science
Foundation’s Call for Fundamental Research State Grant. The submitted project “Unknown Archival

Material on Svaneti Ethnography in the Georgian National Museum” won the grant of the foundation.

Within the framework of the project was conducted the systematization-classification, restoration
and conservation of the original paper artifacts. Digitalization of archives, translation of Svan texts into
Georgian, and collection of the biographical data on Kozhevnikova’s life have also been finalized. One
of the most important phases of the project - creating the open-access database, was also successfully
completed and linked to the Georgian National Museum’s website. The database will allow the scholars
and the general public to access information about previously unknown material in Svanetian ethnic

culture anytime and anywhere.



