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Darejan Gogashvili

The missing wergild charter given by King Bagrat to Sakdrishvilis of Gergeti
1.The wergild charter given to Sakdrishvilis of Gergeti became known to the scientists for the
first time in 1924 through publication of Sargis Kakabadze - “Concerning the wergild charter", where
the text of the wergild copied from the original found in the mountains by Giorgi Bochoridze was
published. According to the text, the document was given out by King Bagrat, who assigns the

Gergetians to the service of the Gergeti Trinity Church. According Kakabadze, the document is



noteworthy "for the mention of the increase of one blood into three". Based on the paleographic
samples of individual words copied by Bochoridze, S. Kakabadze estimated the date of the document
by 204 half of the 15% — 1+ half of the 16%; accordingly, he attributed the document to Bagrat VI and
dated it 1466-1478. This date is shared in the Annotated Dictionary of Persons.

Later, in 1934 the same text with minor variations, accompanied by a brief description of the
document, was published by Sergi Makalathia. According to his own information the damaged original
document was written on parchment and kept in Tbilisi in the M. Sujashvili's family. Makalatia
considered King Bagrat V (1360-1393) to be the issuer of the document and ascribed it to the 14®
century. Kr. Sharashidze discussing the documents included in Garget’s soul record, she also refers to

the wergild charter based on Sakdrishvilis of Gergeti and shares the dating of Makalatia.

Nowadays the original document of the wergild charter given to Sakdrishvilis of Gergeti is

considered lost.

2. The works carried out in the frame of the project "Preparation of Stepantsminda Museum
Exposition Concept, Interior Design and Management Plan" - revealed an interesting picture. In
particular, amongst the Georgian historical documents preserved at the Historical Museum of
Stephantsminda dating back to the 14, 18, 19 centuries, consisting of the king's orders, documents
concerning economic relations, donations, complaints, requests, private letters, resolutions, etc.,
preserved was a document executed on parchment (inventory number #1038), that attracted special
attention. According to the data available in the museum, the manuscript (file #333. #1/69-35) is
written on calfskin, dates to the 14 century and represents — “Deed given by King Bagrat V to the
Gergetians". The document is incomplete and damaged, size: 310 (285) x 165 mm; there are several
kinds of surface and structural damages; the text is written by black ink, in Mkheruli script, division
marks - two points between every word. Attention was drawn to the fact that the document was given

to the Sakdrisshvilis of Gergeti by King Bargat and the value of blood was defined as three bloods.

3. Comparative analysis of text of the document #1038 along with the texts published in 1924,
1934 revealed their identity giving us a reason to believe that a) the document (#1038) stored at the
Stepantsminda Historical Museum is the original document of the texts that was published in 1924,

1934; b) #1038 represents weregild charter given to the Sakdrishvilis of Gergeti by king Bagrat.



4. According to archival material: a) the weregild charter has been kept at the Stepantsminda
Museum since 1935; b) most likely It was exhibited for the first time at the exhibition organized for
the newly opened museum, and then in 2009-2015 - on the permanent exhibition of Stefantsminda
Museum.



